Hungary: Folk and Religious Traditions We Live
OTP Travel DMC’s Pre-tour offer for Asta River Cruise Expo 2023
Available 12 – 15 March 2023

Hungarian culture is especially colorful and creative. The specialities of the region and the
traditions have created a base for a style in the center of Europe. These traditional values
have been maintained throughout the ages, though of course the modern world also has
an influence. On our program we would like to show some highlights of our heritage.

OTP Travel DMC is happy to invite you for taking part in an unforgettable adventure, on
which you can visit some significant sights and enjoy our colorful gastronomy. We cannot
wait to welcome you at our amazing country and show you the beauties that it offers!
Our program is guaranteed above 10 participants from 12th until 15th of March 2023.
Companions of the travel experts are also more than welcome.
Contact detail for the organizer: incoming@otptravel.hu
We reserve the right to change some elements of the program, including the hotels.
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Accommodations during the program
Ensana Thermal Margaret Island Health Spa Hotel****
Health Temple and City Hotel Surrounded by Greenery

12-13 March 2023, 1 night in Budapest
The location of the Thermal Margaret Island Health Spa is simply unique. Situated on
beautiful Margaret Island, the quiet leisure paradise in the heart of thermal baths Budapest
and a stone’s throw away from the bustling life of the Hungarian capital. This Four-Star
Ensana Hotel offers endless possibilities with its proprietary thermal water springs, expansive
spa and wellness area, modern fitness centre and medical expertise in balneotherapy,
rehabilitation and cosmetic surgery. The property is also a popular destination for business
meetings and the lush landscape lends well to a variety of sports and leisure activities as
well as breathtaking sights to see and explore.

LUA Resort*****Balatonfüred
Luxurious, Unconventional, Adult

13-15 March 2023, 2 nights at Lake Balaton
There is a place, away from the city’s noise, where we can leave the busy weekdays behind,
where luxury is not all about sparkle, but quality me-time and the option of a retreat. A
place, where we can allow ourselves to let go and have the option of total renewal on natural
grounds. This resort is in front of Balatonfüred’s brand new marina, where welfare is
accompanied by well-being; and where we can experience a healthy and eco-conscious
lifestyle and the option of an adult retreat, as well as exclusive and personalized services on
a luxury level.
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Program
DAY 1 (12/03/2023) Budapest – Arrival to the capital of Hungary
•
•

•

Arrival in Budapest, private transfer possibility to the hotel and check-in. The hotel
manager introduces the venue, before the departure with a private vehicle for the
evening program.
Welcome dinner with folklore program at one of Budapest’s best restaurants, where
food and tradition come together.
Urban Betyár Restaurant & Ethnographic Visitor Center, a unique spot in the hustle
and bustle of the city centre, represents not only the Hungarian culinary art, but also
Hungarian culture of years gone by. Our guests are invited to taste of the spiritual,
material and architectural heritage of our country through various folk relics and interactive elements in the Ethnographic Visitor Center in a company of a nice glass of
champagne. During an exclusive 3 course dinner traditional musicians and folklore
dancers will dazzle the group with their authentic performances.
Transfer back to the hotel, and overnight in Budapest.

DAY 2 (13/03/2023) Budapest & Lake Balaton
•
•

•

Breakfast at the hotel and check-out from the hotel in Budapest.
In the morning discover Hungarian cuisine with more different tastings of authentic
mouthwatering specialties during a guided walking tour through the heart of downtown Pest & the Jewish Quarter. On the Eat Hungary tour not only do you get a perfect day of eating with the help of a knowledgeable local guide, but you'll also learn
a little about Hungarian history, traditions, & culture along the way. We take you off
the beaten path, to local eateries & shops not frequented by all the regular tourists.
During your walking tour, let’s go closer to the fun. Strudel or Rétes (spell it like rateash) as Hungarians call it is a super tasty dessert: paper thin layers of puff pastry filled
with anything, but usually apple, sour cherry, sweet cheese, or salty cabbage. You can
try to make this traditional pastry of the Hungarians at the First Strudel House of Pest.
Ask any local, and they’ll tell you not only their favorite flavor but most likely also a fond
childhood memory. Would you mind making an almost transparent, flaky light pastry?
You might already see that this day is about eating, so before continuing the program, have an extraordinary lunch at Retek Bistro, the best place to taste the real
authentic Hungarian cuisine. After the best goulash soup what you have ever tried,
departure from Budapest to Lake Balaton.

OTP Travel Llc.
Nádor street 21.
H-1051 Budapest

+36 (1) 374 7208
incoming@otptravel.hu
https://otptraveldmc.hu

4/7
2022-09-09

•

In the afternoon visit with a local guide Tihany, the peninsula with a Mediterranean
charm. How about a seaside visit in a landlocked country? Tihany is surrounded by
the turquoise water of Lake Balaton, the greatest Central European freshwater body,
aka. The Hungarian Sea.
However local viticulture is dated back to the ancient Roman times, the most famous
product of Tihany for more than a century is lavender. First plants were brought from
France and these days there are huge purple fields in June. Lavender house offers
creative workshops to take part. During the day you will have the chance to prepare
your own soap, and you will never forget the nice scent of these flowers. Enchanted
by the lavender you can check the old legend from the 18th century of the famous
Tihany echo next to the old abbey. The establishing charter of the Benedictine Abbey
of Tihany is a document known for including the oldest written words in the Hungarian language, dated to 1055. King Andrew I. the founder of the abbey was buried
here. His tomb in the crypt of the church is the only grave of a medieval King of Hungary which has been preserved up until now. The church's ceiling is decorated with
frescoes depicting Faith, Hope and Love. We invite you for an exclusive visit of this
amazing abbey, where – as this day is about gastronomy – you can give a try also to
the liqueurs of King Andrew and Queen Anastasia.
• For the best ending to a perfect day, you can spend the evening at a nice local winery
with a light dinner and a wine tasting.
• Overnight at Lake Balaton, in an amazing hotel at Balatonfüred’s brand new marina.

DAY 3 (14/03/2023) Veszprém, Herend & Zirc
•
•
•

Breakfast at the hotel
Transfer to Veszprém and have a short refreshing morning walk in the city of Hungarian Queens, the European Capital of Culture in 2023. In Veszprém's downtown nice
walks await visitors among protected buildings, engaging museums and galleries.
Departure to Herend, a tiny little town in rural Hungary. It is the home of a worldfamous brand of finest porcelain like its main competitors Meissen or Sèvres. Porcelain
was always collected and used by royals, noblemen and well-established commons.
Rothschild, Apponyi and Queen Victoria of England were the most famous and prestigious buyers of Herend Porcelain, therefore the patterns they preferred are named
after them. Queen Victoria first saw and purchased an elaborate design at the Great
Exhibition held in the United Kingdom in 1851. Queen Victoria pattern has been
made continuously since then and was never felt out of style. We invite you to investigate the breathtakingly rich collection and see the very birth of the sophisticated
handmade Hungarian porcelain in the masters’ workshops. Moreover, you can try your
skills in a porcelain preparing class and bring home a unique artifact. Before leaving
you can have a coffee from a Herend porcelain cup and feel yourself as a Rothschild.
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•

•
•

After Herend transfer to Zirc, the highest town in Hungary. In the 12th century the
Cistercian fathers established here a still operating abbey. After World War II many of
the Hungarian monks escaped to Wisconsin and served at Spring Bank in Sparta,
Wisconsin. By 1956, a small group of these Hungarian Cistercians found Our Lady of
Dallas in Irving, Texas. Upon arrival we invite you to a short lunch at the Abbey Brewery, then visit the richly decorated baroque church, the amazing library and listen to
the exciting stories of the monks. The main baroque altar was erected in the 18th
century and is the largest one in Hungary. To assure financial stability for the order the
monks brew beer. You can visit the little brewery and taste the Belgian style beers of
the abbey with expert brewer guide.
In the evening dinner at a local restaurant in Balatonfüred.
Overnight in the same hotel, like the day before

DAY 4 (15/03/2023) Pannonhalma & departure back to Budapest
•
•

•
•

Breakfast at the hotel and check out
Visit the Benedictine Archabbey of Pannonhalma, a medieval religious complex, one
of the oldest historical monuments in Hungary, founded in the 10th century. This is
the second largest territorial abbey in the world, after the one in Monte Cassino the
founding house of the Benedictine Order. The main attraction is the basilica built in
the 13th century, recently restored by British star architect John Pawson, the cloisters,
the monumental library with 360000 volumes, the baroque refectory, and the art
collection. With its Natural Environment the Archabbey is part of the UNESCO World
Heritage. Today there are about 50 monks living in the monastery.
In Pannonhalma the Benedictine order operates schools, farms, a restaurant, a winery,
a brewery and a distillery of fine herbs and lavender. These businesses provide a stable
economic background for more than a millennia. Let us taste high-quality products
of the monks during your visit in the herb garden.
Lunch at Viator restaurant.
Transfer to Budapest to your ASTA hotel.
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Program fees
Rate of the program

USD 990 / participant

Rate includes:
• Accommodation with breakfast for 1 night in Budapest and for 2 nights in Balatonfüred
• Transfer services for the whole program
• Guide services in Budapest, Tihany, Veszprém, Herend, Zirc, Balatonfüred and Pannonhalma
• Lunch and dinner for 3 times during these 4 days
• Entrance fees and program fees for the following places: folklore program, gastro tastings, strudel stretching, Lavender soap making, Abbey visit in Tihany with tasting, wine
tasting, Herend Porcelain Manufactory visit with preparing a small porcelain, Abbey
visit in Zirc, beer tasting, Abbey and herb garden visit with chocolate and liquor tasting in Pannonhalma
Surcharge of a companion USD 245 / person*
*This rate includes only the double room surcharge at the hotels

Optional airport transfer on the day of arrival (12/03/2023)
Rate with a private car
Rate with a microbus

USD 75 / car / transfer for maximum 2 people
USD 130 / microbus / transfer for maximum 5 people

Rates include:
• One-way Budapest Liszt Ferenc International Airport - Ensana Thermal Margaret Island Health Spa Hotel**** transfer.
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